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afloat. In the blackness of the tenth night the gods washed me
ashore on Ogygia, the home of Calypso, that formidable god-
dess with the beautiful locks. She took me in and looked after
me with loving care. She even talked of making me immortal
and immune from age for ever. But never for a moment did she
win my heart. Seven years without a break I stayed, bedewing
with my tears the imperishable clothes Calypso gave me. But at
last, when the eighth came round in its course, she urged me to
be gone, either in obedience to a message from Zeus or because
her own feelings had changed. She sent me offin a boat I had put
together, after providing me generously with bread and sweet
wine, and clothing me in her imperishable stuffs. She also caused
a warm and kindly wind to blow. So for seventeen days I sailed
across the sea and on the eighteenth the shadowy mountains of
your land hove in sight, and I rejoiced. Too soon, poor man, for
Poseidon the Earthshaker was yet to send me plenty of troubles
to face. Rousing the winds against me, he brought me to a stand-
still; and as I sat groaning there he stirred the sea to such
unspeakable fury that my boat was unable to ride the waves. Be-
fore long, a squall had smashed her to pieces. However, I man-
aged by swimming to make my way across that stretch of water,
till the winds and the set of the current brought me to your coast.
There I tried to land; but the swell would have driven me right
up to a great cliff at a most inhospitable spot and dashed me on
the rocks. So I sheered off and swam back from the shore. In the
end I reached a river, which struck me as offering the best pos-
sible landing-place, clear of rocks and sheltered from the wind.
I struggled out and lay where I fell till I could rally my strength.
Meanwhile the solemn night came on. So after climbing up
from the bed of that heaven-fed river I lay down in a thicket,
heaped leaves over my body and by god's grace fell into a sound
sleep. In my exhausted condition I slept there in the leaves all
night and right through the morning into the middle of the day.
In fact the sun was on his downward path when I aWoke from
my refreshing sleep to find your daughter^ maids playing games
3H the beach. The princess herself was with them and I almost